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Why did we need a regional guideline? 
 
• Many medical and nursing staff move around hospitals 

within the region. Different practices in each hospital – 
potential delay and confusion 
 

• A need for prompt recognition and treatment of 
transfusion reactions 

 
• Standardised, familiar practice within the region 
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Aim of the guideline 

• Not to rewrite national guidelines, but distil the information 
to maintain consistency across the region 

 
• Provide an easily recognised and accessible  tool for 

clinical staff 
 

• The Regional Transfusion Team set a remit for an 
instantly identifiable regional algorithm. 
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What type of Guideline did we want? 

• Based on the British Committee for standards in 
Haematology (BCSH) guidelines on the Investigation and 
management of Acute transfusion reactions 2012 

 
• Must contain the relevant immediate clinical information 
 
• Multifunctional tool hospitals could adapt to their individual 

practices. 
 
• Concise easy reference algorithm 
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Formulating the Guideline 

• Collaborative regional approach 
 
• Working group formed within the Transfusion Practitioner network to 

summarise the BCSH guidance 
 

• Found many hospitals were using similar adapted versions of BCSH 
guidelines – decision to standardise and ‘personalise’ for the region. 
 

• Algorithm produced 
(2 sided A4 document) 
 
• Accompanying guideline document written, but not implemented at 

present.  
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How is the guideline used? 
Multifunctional - Up to individual hospitals how to utilise 
 
• Laminated posters 
• Electronic version on intranet 
• Incorporation in Trust policies 
• Hand-outs 
• Part of Blood Transfusion chart / care pathway 
• Available at Blood fridge 
• Training presentations 
• In resource packs 
• Available to access through transfusionguidelines.org.uk 
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Outcome 
• All Hospitals in the region use the guideline as part of their 

practice 
 

• Staff moving around the region now have familiar, 
standardised documentation and guidance to use 

 
• Quick reference clinical decision making tool 

 
• Highlighted identification and treatment of transfusion 

reactions in the region 
 
• Promotes improved patient safety 
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Sharing practice 

• The Regional Transfusion committee are happy for the 
algorithm to be used by other Hospitals and groups upon 
acknowledgement of the committee. 

 
• www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk 
 Regional Transfusion committees 
 East of England 
 Policies 

 

• Frances.sear@nhsbt.nhs.uk 

• Jane.o’brien@nhsbt.nhs.uk  

http://www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/
mailto:Frances.sear@nhsbt.nhs.uk
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